Research and Development Consultancy Support Funding Q&A

Q. Does the funding cover payments to third parties to assist in preparation of bids?

A. Yes the main purpose of the funding is to assist SMEs and their consortia access help to make a high quality bid for funding which stands a greater chance of success.

Q. Can a consortia pay a University to prepare a bid?

A. Yes, if the university has the necessary skills and can justify their fee structure.


Q. Can a University engaged to help with the bid also be part of the consortia that delivers the project?
A. It is the responsibility of the applicant to check the eligibility rules of the R & D funding stream to which they are applying.

Q. In the finance section is this meant to reflect the total costs of the proposed project or just the costs of the bid writing?

A. The application is for a contribution to the costs of a professional bid writing consultancy so these are the costs which should be shown here, not the full cost of the proposed project.

Q. How will the project proposal be assessed?  What does “final stages” mean?

A. The project will be assessed on the criteria published on the website by an independent appraiser. These are:

· a strong business case  

· the regional economic benefits to the region 

· how the project relates and delivers against  the Regional Economic Strategy, in particular the innovation agenda . 

· that the project has a good quality consortium. 

· that the project is in its final stages and a clear project plan showing partner responsibilities has been developed.
· the quality and relevance of the project to the region 

 Feedback will be supplied individually to unsuccessful applicants
The criterion that the project should be in its final stages means that it should be “appliication ready”. i.e. that  the bid writing can be completed and paid for by 31st March 2010 and that the bid can be submitted to the targeted funding body within six months of the completed written bid.  EEDA will reserve the right to claw back grant if there is a delay in submission beyond 6 months.

Q. How much technical detail of my project will I have to supply?

A. Whilst the outline of the technical aspects is required at this stage and how they relate to EEDA’s Innovation Strategy; we are more interested in the potential benefits to the region and that the bid will be submitted to a funding body as a result of this consultancy support.  Technical descriptions of the project should avoid jargon and be understandable to a lay person.

Q. What happens if my bid is successful?

A. EEDA will expect applicants to inform them of the outcome of successful bids and will also require annual progress reports to monitor outputs and outcomes for evaluation purposes.


